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with Germany (1904) and with Austria-Hungary (1906),
but they maintained the Russian tariff of 1903, even
in cases not provided for in the pre-war treaties, while
the Central Powers in this respect kept a free hand. The
Germans had wished to keep the treaty of 1904 in force
until the end of 1930, though with a number of amendments
in favour of Germany, but the Russians were opposed to
this1 and the Austrians but half-hearted in support of
their allies.2 Therefore, because time pressed and the
Germans believed that they would have plenty of opportun-
ity later to arrive at a favourable commercial arrangement
with Russia, a provisional agreement was concluded which
should stand until the-conclusion of a general peace, or
at any rate till the end of 1919. In the meantime each
country was to enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment in
the territory of the other, but Russia was not to prohibit
the export of, nor to levy an export tax on, lumber or
ores (Clause 3). Apart from this restriction, the agreement
was entirely reciprocal, and Russia was allowed to retain
certain unilateral privileges such as the right to tax foreign
commercial travellers, while Russian commercial travellers
in Germany and Austria-Hungary remained untaxed. The
magnanimity of this concession may be gauged from the
obvious lack of opportunities for Russia to exercise this
right.

Finally, there was the important provision contained in
Article 2 of the general treaty, the prohibition of pro-
paganda.3 All the contracting parties undertook recipro-
cally to refrain from any agitation or propaganda against
each other's Government or public or military institutions,

1 The German-Russian tariff treaty was originally negotiated in
1894 after a tariff war in which Russia was defeated. In 1904, owing to
the Russian defeats in Manchuria and the incipient revolution, the
Germans succeeded in negotiating a renewal of the treaty on terms still
more advantageous to themselves.            a Gratz and Schiiller, p. 122.

3 Texts of the Russian " Peace ", p. 15.